Distinguished & Honorable Guests on the dias and in the Conference Hall.
Good Morning to you All!

My name is Capt. Farooq Umar and I am from Pakistan and as I am the President of the Pak-China Business & Cultural Society I bring special Greetings from the People of Pakistan to the People of China and other guests here.
In business, I am also the President of the Pakgro Group of Companies, which was founded by me in the year 1987 with its corporate head office in Karachi, as an International Freight Forwarding Company specializing in Projects and since our inception 80% of the major projects in Pakistan were executed by us and are proud to inform you that our company has the privilege of moving the heaviest and the most over dimensional cargo over 1200 km in Pakistan where culverts, railway lines, bridges, villages, lands and high tension wires had to be crossed. Many heavy lift experts from abroad had declared that it was impossible to transport these cargoes, but we convinced the EPC Contractors that we could do it which they hesitantly agreed and we succeeded in transporting these units to their entire satisfaction.
After the company was founded it kept on growing steadily and opened up branches in all the major cities of Pakistan having inland Dry Ports and also established two overseas offices, one in Dubai & the other one in Afghanistan and were the first Pakistani company to open an office in Kabul – Afghanistan after the 9/11 scenario and were also the first licensed freight forwarding company in Afghanistan.
At the same time we were also diversifying our activities to cover almost every scope of logistics & supply chain management.
Our group is now involved as Shipping Agents with a custom shipping agents license valid for all ports in Pakistan, Stevedoring Services, Tallying Services, Charterers, Custom House Brokers with a valid custom license for all sea ports, air ports and dry ports of Pakistan for custom clearance and freight forwarding.
Rail & Road transportation, warehousing & distribution. We are also approved IATA Agents and are very active in air cargo shipments.
With regard to Afghan Transit Trade we have moved thousands of tons of cargoes and hundreds of containers to various destinations by road to Afghanistan via Pakistan Sea Ports for cargo arriving from world wide and have already implemented 4 projects in Afghanistan in the Water & Sanitary, Telecom, Health, Roads and Highway Sector.
My prime objective in this conference would be to meet Shipping Line Owners and operators for whom we would like to be their Shipping Agents in Pakistan and can offer all types of Shipping Services like Stevedoring, Tallying, Cargo Brokering, Chartering etc and can assure you of our prompt, reliable and efficient services. We are already handling Break-Bulk and liquid cargo vessels.
And my other and prime objective is to meet and make contact with freight forwarders, contractors, traders, shipping lines and others having interest in Afghanistan and moving their cargos to Afghanistan via Pakistan Sea Ports or by Air.

We offer the complete services from door to door, world-wide to Afghanistan but it is the clients choice which part of the service hi requires from us whether door to door, or from port to any destination in Afghanistan etc/ etc.

In the Afghan Transit Trade it involves handling at the Pakistan Port, Custom Clearances and Permissions, Safe Transportation to the border, Custom Clearance at the border, Custom Clearance at Kabul Custom House and involving permissions from various ministries both in Pakistan and especially Afghanistan.
The Afghan Transit Trade is not all simple as it seems as many documentations are required as per the existing policy and please note that these policies are subject to change quite occasionally and if you do not keep yourself abreast with the changes in documentation required and the policies you can land up with your cargo being held up at the port or border or Custom House which results in heavy costs to shipper or consignee in the shape of demurrage and detentions of the container or vehicle or both or storage charges.
Many parties have suffered heavy losses due to such negligence and lack of information on the part of the forwarder.
Therefore our company is constantly in touch with various authorities, agencies, ministries, customs, etc to watch for any changes that may be coming up in the documentation or policy so that we are prepared in advance for such changes to protect the interest of our clients.
Insurgency is also on the rise in Afghanistan in certain areas therefore we also have to check alternate safer routes and sometime have to move only by day time.
I would like to close my speech with the hope that my wish regarding the Shipping Agency and the Afghanistan Transit Trade contract is materialized during this conference.

Thanking you all for hearing me out and God Bless!
